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of the Gospel History and the Divinity the pnb(ic charities by his elocution; and 

of Christ, during the season of Lent during his residence in the country, fre- 

1798. These were attended by numbers, quently took a large share of the duty of 

and the stile of his eloquence, simple, public "instruction. He-has also published 

grave, and unaffected, joined to the im- many small tracts on religious subjects, 

portance of the subject, and the well- written for particular occasions. 

known character of the speaker, gave He died in the 78th year of his age, 

them a weight and efficacy which could; leaving a shining example to all his 

not but be attended with the happiest successors in the sacred office, which 

effect, cannot be too much admired, or too 

His public preaching was not confined closely imitated, 
to these. He was always rejdy to assist 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From May, 20, till June 20. 

Since last report, the weather from being extremely hot, changed to wet, cold, ai;d 
tempestuous, unusual at this season. 

The ctpps on poor, or light soils, which were suffering from the want of moisture, 
u ave been rather improved by the rain, and the general appearance indicates a toler- 
able produce. 

Wheat in particular, looks well, the late sown crops, which at the beginning of the 
season appeared thin, have come forward beyond expectation. 

In some districts where the land is fiat, there are complaints, of the potatoes having 
suffered by the late heavy rains, which rotted the sets in the drills. If farmers would 
get njore into the practice of making the, drill furrow very shaUpw, they would seldom 
suffer by wet weather, and the quality of their potatoes would be greatly improved by 
it ; the writer of this report, has been many years in the habit of doing so, and ex- 
perienced the best effects from %he practice. To a defect in this respect is principal- 
ly to be attributed the difference between the quality of potatoes raised in the drill an4 
lazy bed way, so much complained of. 

Great complaints of the flax crops are made over the whole country ; and with too 
much justice ; the prospect of a scatcity of that article never appeared so great as at 
the present moment ; last year's crop was a bad one, and flax is now so scarce and dea$ 
that it is supposed there are not more than one half of the spinners employed at thr 
wheel. 

The new American seed that came late into the country, has-the best appearance in 
the fields 5 but unless the season prove very favourable, there is not much reason %a 
expect a good produce from such late sowing. In short' if some favourable change 
does not take place, there is much reason for, apprehending that our staple manufac- 
ture, will suiter from the want of the raw material. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Ir the politician have to complain of blunders in the general mode of conducting ihe 
war, commercial men have no less reason to, complain of the mode of carrying on the 
war against trade : and probably the errors in both cases may be traced in a consider- 
able degree to the people, without exclusively confining the blame to administration.— 
It is generally confessed on all bands that the business of flax-seed has been miserably 
mismanaged this year. The British orders in council, roused the Americans to lay an 
embargo on their trade, and of course to prevent the exportation of flax-seed from 
that country. The internal restrictions on the trade of Russia, and Holland, likewise 
prevented our receiving a supply from those countries. In the prospect of these diffi- 
culties a meeting of linen drapers was invited' to assembls at Armagh for the purpose 
of petitioning the executive and legislature^ ^o afford substantial relief by acting so to- 
wards America, as to induce her government to rescind the embargo ; and by prudent 
and well timed concession remove the difficulties, which obstructed a full supply from 
that quarter. "No," say the majority at this meeting, preferring some undefined no- 
tions of loyalty, and of not interfering with the wisdom and infallibility of hi* Majes- 
ty's ministers, " we will not adopt t^his measure of petitioning; we will address Mr. 
foster to remove our difficulties." Well ! the Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer is ad- 
dressed, in very indefinite terms, without clearly telling what is wanted; he feels the 
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honour, a»d thinks he must be active, But the activity of ministers often prove in- 
jurious to the interests of trade. He opens the oil stores in England, and by means 
of a bounty, he induces the holders to send over large quantities of bad seed, much of 
which happily for the country remains unsold, and is now likely to return whence it 
came to be crushed into oil ; but to the great injury of the country, a considerable 
part of this bad seed was sold for sowing. To facilitate this plan V having <&* «!P- 
peatvnce of doing something, he by au act, which he introduced into parliament, re- 
moves the summary penalty at £\0. 10*. besides forfeiture of the seed, cask, &9. 
for selling bad seed, and so far leaves the sower without a remedy : but on a close ex- 
amination of the acts, contrary to an opinion endeavoured to be ""propagated by the. 
seller, it appears that a remedy at common law, still lies in case of bad seed being sold ; 
for the 42d of Geo. III. cap 75, sec. 13, enacts j 

" That if any person shall buy flax-seed, or hemp-seed, with an intent to sow the 
same, and it shall prove to be unsound, mixed, bad, damnified, or unfit for sowing, the 
penalties hereby inHicted on the person who shall have sold the same, shall not he 
deemed a bar to his or her bringing his or her action for damages, or suing for tke 
same, by civil bill or otherwise, but that it shall and may be lawful for every person to 
sue and recover the damages, which he. or she shall sustain by such seed, having been 
mixed, bad, damnified, or unfit for sowing, or different from the seed which the certi-, 
iicate given, or which ought to have been given at the time of sale, if demanded, im- 
ports, or would have imported.'' 

The act of last session only repealed the summary penalty, and consequently the 
action at common law still remains. But this remedy affords small satisfaction to the 
sower. He not only loses the price of the seed and labour, and the rent of his land, but 
the means of his family's making a subsistence by their industry during the ensuing 
season, and is besides subjected to the expense and uncertainties of the law, and to the 
plea which sophistry may possibly adduce, that the unfavourable season, and not the 
bad quality of the seed, was the cause of its not growing. Assistant barristers at; the 
ensuing quarter sessions, will probably determine in the first instance, as it is said many 
suits wiU be instituted for compensation. It is a subject of regret that such should be 
the state of things, so prejudicial to the Unen manufacture. Nor more than half of 
the usual quantity is sown, and much of what was sown not growing : and this regret 
is increased, when it is considered that such a state is mostly owing to the joint blun- 
ders of the majority at Armagh, and our Irish finance minister whom they selected as 
the guardian of the interests of the linen trade. Nothing shows the futility of the 
plan h) a stronger point of view, than this simple circumstance, that the scheme of 
introducing old seed into the country, has completely failed, and the only substantial 
relief experienced was in the unexpected arrival of new seed^ from Americ. The 
plan of those who were active in calling the meeting at Armagh, but whose views were 
defeated by the force of numbers, was to facilitate the plan of procuring a timely sup- 
ply from Auierii a., , If such counsels had been steadily pursued, there would not now 
probably have been cause to deplore the evils introduced by a contrary mode of acting. 
Rfay past errors operate as a salutary warning against rashly persisting in a system, 
which has entailed such distress on the country. The Unen board appears now sensi- 
ble of the injury done to the cquntry, by the sale of bad seed, and have directed the 
county inspectors to examine the state of the flax crop, which as it is more generally 
known, is found in many placesto be very defective ; as, little of the old Riga seed has 
grown, and a cargo of \20D hogsheads of old American imported into Dublin, is reported 
to have failed. The deficiency in the flax-seed sown this year r may in part be calculat- 
ed from the circumstance that in the district adjoining Lame, we hear that only about 
60 or 70 hogsheads were sown instead of the usual quantity Of from 1 90 to $!20 hogs- 
heads. 

The opening of the Dutch ports, though probably only a measure of short duration, 
has removed some of the difficulties under which trade suffered, and shows in a striking 
point of view, the inconveniences which we, as welfas the nations in hostility with us 
mutually suffer, by the commercial war, into which, by a mistaken policy on all sides 
we are forced by our respective governments. 

The holders of American produce continue to be disappointed in the greed of their 
speculative avidity, from the many arrivals, which have already come iq, and which are 
expected from the United States. We are yet unacquainted with the effects which the 
partial repeal of the British orders, by the fresh order of the 26th of April, have had 
on its being known in America: about this time they will also be acquainted with the 
disavowal by our ministry of the terms acceded to by the British envoy, with the A- 
merican government. The rejoicing oo regaining their usual freedom of trade may 
probably be turned into a state of high exasperation at finding their disappointment. 
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From what has already taken place in America, we may perceive -(he effects of popular 
feeling- on their government. The people felt the irksomeness of the restraints on 
trade : they expressed those feelings, and the government conceded to them by coming 
to an accommodation with the British Envoy. Let us contrast our state with theirs. 
Our people timid, feeble, and hesitating, do not speak their sentiments with the firm- 
ness necessary to ensure the just weight to which they are entitled in a free govern- 
ment ; and the executive taking advantage of this cringing disposition, gratify their 
passions by continuing, though in some degree mitigated, their ruinous system of or- 
ders in council, arid will probably entail further sufferings on the country, by persisting 
in a coarse, from which we have already suffered so much. At the period of the Pre- 
sident sending his message to Congress, at its opening on the 23d. ulto. neither the 
mitigated order of council of the preceding month, nor the subsequent refusal of tha 
British ministry, appears to have been known in America. Some shipments of linen 
have been already made from this country to America, by way of Liverpool ; and Several 
vessels are in the course of next month for that country, advertised to sail from 
this port. Merchants in America have written to their Correspondents in this 
country, to send to them linens by the first ships. So far things look favourably for 
the renewal of our commerce with the United States, unless the late conduct of our 
government should again lead to the renewal of commercial hostility. 

Ffex has again advanced. If the/Dutch ports are permitted to remain open, that 
article will probably be supplied to the English market from Holland : and thus our 
flax may remain for the use of our own manufactures. Still from the deficiency in the 
crop it will probably be scarce and dear : but if the Dutch ports should be closed, 
our linen manufacture must suffer greatly through the ensuing season. 

Sugar and rum continue to decline in price. The want of an adequate supply of 
timber, bears hard on many of the labouring classes, and on the general improvement 
of the country. The difficulty of procuring timber and other Northern produce, will 
probably be iurther increased by the late Ukase published in Russia, tij prohibit trade 
with these countries which had been carried on under the mask of neutral 
colours and from Sweden being compelled to close her ports also against trade with the 
British Isles. 

On the 1st instant, two new banks, the Commercial Bank, and the Northern Bank, 
were opened in the town of Belfast. The quantity of paper in circulation being thus 
suddenly increased, the premium on guineas rose for a few days to 2 and 2§ per cent ; 
but when "the amount of the issues found their own level, the discount on them was 
reduced again to the currency of last month, \ to | per cent. Exchange on London, 
has mostly been from 8 to 8§ per cent for guineas, and owing to the fluctuation of 
discount on notes, the exchange in that medium has varied from 8 j to 10 per cent.—. 
Silver is now in such plenty, as to become troublesome, from its superabundant quan- 
tity : of course the discount between tenpenuies and bank notes, is likely to cease, 
and probably notes in comparison with them, will bear a premium. 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

List of Diseases occurring i'i the practice of a Physician in Belfast, from 
May 20, titlJuTielO. 
Barometer.... highest - - - - - - 30 30 Thermometer.... highest - - - - - 11 6 

mean -- .-.--29 10 mean ------ 60 20 

lowest 28 40 lowest ----.. 43 

Hectico, --- ----1 Hectic fever. 

Pneumonia, - - - — 1 Pleurisy. 

Qptkalmia, -.---- 3 Inflammation of the eyes. 

R/ieumatismus, - — - 3 Acute rheumatism. 
Sphacelus, - - - - - - 1 Mortification. 

Hepatitis, - ..... I Inflammation of the liver. 

Arthrodynia, . .... 2 Chronic rheumatism. 

Podagra, ..-.-.-1 ( Gout, 
Variola, - - - - - - - 1 Small pox. 

Rubeola, ... ....2 Measles. 

Phthisis, ------ -2 Consumption. 

f/cemorrhois, ..... 1 Piles. 

Catarrhus, - ----- 2. Common cold. 

Dyspepsia, - . 2 Indigestion. 

Hypocondriasis, .... 1 Hypochondriac disease. 



